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468 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

Their essential companion is the Harmony of the Gospels on 
which they are constructed. The two volumes would supply all needed 
equipment for such a course on this subject as the ordinary Bible 
school offers. The library of the school should make accessible the 
books of reference noted. Not the least part of their practical value is 
that these studies acquaint the faithful student with correct methods of 
interpretation, and especially with processes essential to the proper 
study of biblical biographies. It is by these that the uniqueness of 
Christ's life is demonstrated. Uniqueness is discovered only in the 
effort to classify. The initial assumptions of other schemes here 
become the increasing convictions of the pupil. When practicability, 
with the single limitation as to the teacher noted above, is joined to 
such a result, we cannot think too highly of this new aid to schools 
that want the best instead of the good, to say nothing of systems 
which are lacking when tested by every principle of sane pedagogics. 

At last we have a text-book on the life of Christ, for use in acade- 
mies, colleges, universities, and training schools, which neatly fills a 
gap that has long tantalized those who yearned for something of the 
kind. There is no further excuse for the neglect of this study by these 
institutions. Students can now have a book which in authority, com- 
pleteness, and pedagogical value easily ranks with the best in other 
spheres. Rare delight awaits those whose instructors in such matters 
are wise enough to introduce it into these schools. 

W. C. Bitting. 

New York City. 



The Life and Literature of the Ancient Hebrews. By Rev. Lyman 
Abbott, D.D. Boston and New York : Houghton, Mifflin 
& Co. Pp. xiii + 408. $2. 

This volume is the outgrowth of a course of lectures on the Old 
Testament delivered in Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, and before the 
Lowell Institute of Boston. All the various types of Hebrew literature 
are discussed in their historic relations, so that the volume is prac- 
tically a brief and popular manual of introduction to the Old Testa- 
ment. In it the author seeks to present to the educated Christian 
public the chief results of the scientific study of the Hebrew Scriptures. 
His standpoint is distinctly modern and liberal, but he does not belong 
to the extreme radical wing of higher critics. The decalogue and the 
Book of the Covenant he regards as Mosaic, as well as the traditional 
basis of many portions of the later legislation. For this reason he 
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admits the ethical character of the old Hebrew religion, and is not will- 
ing to assert that all that was good and great in the Old Testament 
took its origin with the prophets. The oldest psalms he assigns to 
1000 B. C. and the oldest proverbs to 940 B. C. Ruth he regards as 
belonging to the same period as 1 and 2 Samuel. Deuteronomy is 
placed in the seventh century, the Holiness Code in the exile, and the 
Priestly Code after the return. The second half of the book of Isaiah 
is, of course, regarded as exilic. 

Dr. Abbott has given us a fair and lucid exposition of the generally 
accepted modern conception of the origin of the Hebrew literature. 
No attempt at innovation is made, and no startling personal theories 
are advocated. This gives the book special value for introducing the 
uninitiated into the principles, method, and results of the higher criti- 
cism. Probably no better work can be put into the hands of one who 
desires to know the chief modern positions without going through too 
much detailed preliminary investigation. Such a book as Driver's 
Introduction is far superior for the student, but its technicality will 
frighten away the general reader. 

The main objections to this volume are its lack of independent 
critical judgment and its ignorance of the latest special investigations. 
Dr. Abbott is a man of letters rather than an Old Testament critic, and 
this fact is apparent on every page. He follows one authority for one 
book and another authority for another book, but he has no organic 
conception of the literature as a whole which would enable him to date 
each document for itself and to show how it forms part of a single 
development. The English literature that is referred to in the foot- 
notes is frequently antiquated, and there is no evidence that the author 
is familiar with recent German investigations. For this reason the dis- 
cussions of the early narratives of Genesis, of the pentateuchal codes, 
of Job, and of the Song of Songs are deficient. This will not be felt, 
doubtless, by the general reader, but it prevents the book having any 
great value for the specialist. 

L. B. Paton. 
Hartford Theological Seminary. 



Jesus Christ and the Social Question, By Francis G. Peabody. 

New York: The Macmillan Co., 1900. Pp. 365. gi.50. 

Unless we are mistaken, this work of Professor Peabody is bound 

to exercise a lasting influence throughout the entire field of practical 

Christianity. The book is something more than an interpretative 



